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that we cannot, as the Legislature, unconstitutionally delegate 
to any other body, agency or individual our power to legislate. 
If references are going to be made to a federal statute, even if 
it's other than the IRS Code, is it necessary that this type of 
specific established...this establishment of a specific point at 
which we are making that adoption would have to be utilized?
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Yes, if there are changes in the underlying
text of the federal section that's being referenced, we don't 
automatically incorporate the changes into our law without this 
kind of a process.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: And if...what would happen if there were just
a statement in a statute, forgetting what the subject would be, 
referenced to some existing federal law, and the statute would 
say words to the effect as contained in Chapter 28 of the 
federal statutes. Would that by itself stand, or would it be 
necessary to use language similar to what you're using here, 
that particular provision of the federal statute as of the 
effective date of the Nebraska statute?
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Senator, I think the answer to your
question is, yes, because we would have at that time passed a 
piece of state law that incorporated the provisions of federal 
law as it existed at that time.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. And that's all that I have.
Mr...but, I want to make another comment of mine; that's all 
that I have of Senator Wickersham. I would like to suggest that 
my colleagues on the...on various committees review some of the
bills that come before us that make numerous references and
incorporations, references to and incorporations of federal 
statutes without designating a point at which that statute is to 
apply. There often are references just to the section, the 
chapter, even the name of a particular federal act, but it does
not say as of the date of this...the effective date of this
statute that is proposed, or as of a certain date as that 
federal statute existed. In other words, what we accept by 
incorporation must be that which exists at the time we 
incorporate, because our power to legislate can do that. But if 
it's open-ended and we draft the statute in such a way that our


